native antiquary, to select passages from the writings of recognised genuineness and antiquity which allude to its existence. It is hoped that a very brief record of these may prove interesting to the profession at home.
Leprosy has been common in China from a very early date, and there are frequent allusions to it in early writers. These are often vague enough, and distinguished by poetic names. The earliest allusions to syphilis are also couched in vague language, and have been very often interpreted as belonging to leprosy. A careful examination of the scope of the passages shows that syphilis and not leprosy is the disease in question.
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